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1. PURPOSE OF ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT: 

 
This report is the 2022 annual review of the Hazard Mitigation Plan adopted in April 30, 2019. 
The Hazard Mitigation Plan is part of the City’s participation requirements in FEMA’s Community 
Rating System (CRS) program. Because the City participates in the CRS program, Cedar Rapids 
property owners receive a 20% discount on their flood insurance premiums. As part of CRS 
recertification, the City must provide an annual update on the implementation of floodplain 
management action items identified in the Hazard Mitigation Plan for Cedar Rapids.  

2. OVERVIEW: 
 

Linn County and participating cities developed the Linn County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard 
Mitigation Plan to reduce risk from all hazards by identifying resources, information, and 
strategies for risk reduction. The federal Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 requires state and local 
governments to develop hazard mitigation plans as a condition for federal disaster grant 
assistance.  
 
To prepare the plan, the participating partners organized resources, assessed risks from natural 
hazards within the county, developed planning goals and objectives, reviewed mitigation 
alternatives, and developed an action plan to address probable impacts from natural hazards. 
By completing this process, these jurisdictions maintained their compliance with the Disaster 
Mitigation Act, achieving eligibility for mitigation grant funding opportunities afforded under 
the Robert T. Stafford Act. The complete plan is online:  
 
https://www.linncounty.org/748/Hazard-Mitigation-Plan 
 
This evaluation report was prepared by City of Cedar Rapids Development Services Staff, 
including the CRS Coordinator.  This report was submitted to the City Councilmembers and the 
state NFIP coordinator on January 24, 2022.  It has been made available to the media and 
general public on the floodplain information page on the City of Cedar Rapids website: 
 
https://www.cedar-rapids.org/floodplain/ 

 

3. REVIEW AND PROGRESS ON THE ACTION PLAN: 
 

The annual review considers the following: 
• Action items underway or not started as of April 30, 2019, the effective date of the 

Hazard Mitigation Plan 
• Changes in risk exposure within Cedar Rapids 
• Status of action items for 2022 
• Identify any action items not completed or behind schedule 
• Recommend any changes to the action items  

https://www.linncounty.org/748/Hazard-Mitigation-Plan
https://www.cedar-rapids.org/floodplain/


Table 1: Cedar Rapids Flood Mitigation Action Items & Updates 
 

Action Item Hazards 
Addressed 

Inclusion in 
current Plan 

Updates / notes 

Acquire, relocate, elevate and/or 
demolish structures in flood 
hazard areas or structures subject 
to repetitive loss 

Flood Yes Property acquisition is in review for 
several properties in repetitive loss areas 
and for Flood Control System. 

Complete the city’s Flood Control 
System 

Flood Yes Flood Control System Progress has 
passed the 30% completion mark. 

Add detention basins and other 
stormwater infrastructure to 
increase storm water 
management capability and 
reduce flood risk 

Flood Yes Implementation of the stormwater 
masterplan is underway.  

Update stormwater master plan 
and Prioritized capital 
improvement project list 

Flood Yes  

Complete and maintain a debris 
management plan and any related 
contracts 

All hazards Yes Ongoing debris cleanup in channels is 
proceeding post 2020 Derecho event 
with multiple sites reviewed for 
floodplain management ordinance 
compliance with Public Works managing 
the projects. 

Where possible, identify and 
implement projects that 
complement the Flood Risk 
Management goal and objectives 
of the Indian Creek Watershed 
Management Plan 

Flood Yes Ongoing property acquisition, Flood 
Control System and recent floodplain 
ordinance updates support the 
Floodplain Management section of the 
plan to protect homes and critical 
structures while increasing flood carrying 
capacity.  

 
 
In accordance with the above Flood action items of the Hazard Mitigation Plan the City of Cedar Rapids 
sets goals of improving their efforts of outreach, enforcement & development regarding floodplain 
management and floodplain development. Coordination with the Communications team will lead to 
refinement of messaging, especially in areas of changing flood maps in the coming year. 
 
In support of these action items Development Services is exploring opportunities for overlapping 
collaboration between other department projects to both bolster programs such as stormwater and 
drainage systems and improve City credit for the CRS program. In doing so the intent is to reduce risk by 
increasing flood storage capacity, build to higher protective standards, and overall increase recovery 
time through mitigation measures and risk awareness messaging. 
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